Kindergarten readiness starts with reading. The research is clear and the experts agree,
children who have access to books and are read to from birth will have greater academic
success.

Getting high-quality books into children's hands, encouraging parents and caregivers to read with
their children, and creating unique early literacy opportunities is growing readers in Alaska.
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If all Alaska children are to begin school ready to succeed, Alaskans must be behind
them. A community that demonstrates broad-based support for Alaska's young children and
their families creates an environment and circumstance in which they can thrive.
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More children ready for kindergarten through leveraged resources and partnerships

Alaska Imagination Estimated market value of
Libraries spent books distributed through
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and postage in FY 2017 in FY 2017 is $3,014,531

$2.5 million dollars in cost savings was realized in FY 2017 delivering high-quality
books to tens of thousands of Alaska children through Imagination Library

A big state requires big support. Dozens of partners across Alaska join Best Beginnings to serve children and
families by advocating, getting books to children, sharing educational information in person or via public service
announcements, volunteering, and so much more. Alone, Best Beginnings can do a great deal. With committed
partners, the impact for Alaska children and families is undeniable.

Best Beginnings Financial Summary FY 2017

FUNDING EXPENSES
Miscellanecus
2%
Foundation General
11% e Imagination

State of Library

Alaska 62%
535,
Indiwidual

17%

Community

Swareness

18%
Corparate
17%

State of Alaska $320,300 Imagination Library $387,397
Corporate $101,558 Community Awareness $113,443
Individual $103,447 General $126,978
Foundation $63,950
Miscellaneous $10,096

*Additional funding provided through multi-year grant

For more information visit www.BestBeginningsAlaska.org




