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BOOK TITLE:  Max’s First  Word 

AUTHOR:  Rosemary Wells 

 

SUMMARY OF BOOK:  Max focuses on the word “ bang”  while his sister 

Ruby t ries to introduce new words to her brother.  Finally,  Ruby is 

successful as Max learns more words.  

 

 

 

 

*BEFORE READING (Ask quest ions and use what  t he chi ld al ready knows t o add t o t he 

discussion,  assist ing t he chi ld in underst anding and enj oying t he book):  

 

1.  Let  your chi ld handle t he book.  Let  him/ her t urn t he pages and explore t he book.  Point  

out  t he f ront ,  back,  sides,  spine,  et c.  

 

2.  Talk about  t he f ront  of  t he book.  Who is t his book about ? Does your chi ld have ot her 

books about  Max?  

 

 

DURING READING:  

 
Point  out  t he pict ures on each page and t alk wit h your chi ld about  what  you see.  What  are 

Max and Ruby doing?  

 

 

 

AFTER READING (act ivi t y t o ext end book experience):  
 

Re-read t he book and subst i t ut e your chi ld’ s name for Max’ s name on each page.  You can 

also read i t  wit h ot her chi ldren’ s names subst i t ut ing for Max’ s name,  giving your chi ld t he 

opport unit y t o hear fami l iar  names as part  of  t he st ory.  
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